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It’s time to register for Fall for Cool 
Kids! We are happy to announce that 
we have renamed our preschool wrap 
around care COOL CUBS. These are the 
kids that leave child care to attend pre-
school. We hope this will help diminish 
the confusion for families registering 
children for day time care instead of 
before and after school care. 

Cool Kids program runs from 6:30 
AM- 8:00 AM and then again after 
school 3:15 PM- 6:00 PM and  
Wednesdays 2:15 PM- 6:00 PM. 

Cool Cubs can attend all of the Cool 
Kids hours and in addition they can 
attend  8:00 AM -3:15 PM (2:15 PM  
on Wednesday). Cool Cubs is open  
Monday- Friday for students who are 
four years old by September 1, 2019.  
Students who are three years old as  
of September 1, 2019 may attend  
Mondays and Fridays only and they 
must be enrolled in our school  
readiness program.

Fee schedule for Cool Cubs
Care is available 6:30 AM- 6:00 PM.
Cool Cubs is open to 3 year old stu-

dents on Mondays and Fridays provided 
they are enrolled in School Readiness.  

Service for 4 year old children is avail-
able Monday- Friday provided they are 
enrolled in School Readiness. 

On days students attend School  
Readiness-$30.00 a day.

Full days (4 year old students only)- 
$40.00 a day.

Fee schedule for Cool Kids
For school age care, we have a flat 

rate tiered pricing schedule set up 
based on a 10 session a week before 
and after school.  The 10 sessions are 

broken out as follows:
Session 1  $7.00 Session 2  $7.00 
Session 3  $6.00 Session 4  $6.00 
Session 5  $5.00 Session 6  $5.00
Session 7  $4.00 Session 8  $4.00 
Session 9  $3.00 Session 10  $3.00

For example, if your student attends 
Cool Kids 5 days a week before OR after 
school only, the cost would be $31.00

If your student attends all five days 
before and after school, the cost is 
$50.00 per week per child.

If your child attends Wednesday after 
school only, the cost is $7.00

Sessions are not attached to days of 
the week, but are determined by each 
student’s use of the program.

Registration information continued on 
page 9.

Cool Kids & Cool Cubs

Registration 

for 

2019/2020

School 
Readiness 

Preschool
see page 7

•••••••PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN 
THE COOL KIDS AND SCHOOL 
READINESS LOT WHEN DROPPING 
KIDS OFF AT THE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL. We need all of our park-
ing spaces for the parents arriving 
to preschool in the morning and 
picking up after school. THANK 
YOU! •••••••
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Publication Title - Esko’s Corner 
Statement of Frequency- monthly (9 months)

Authorized Organization: Esko Community Education,
P.O. Box 10 2 E Hwy 61, Esko, MN 55733

Issue Number- On front cover 

Articles and submissions may be sent to the Esko Community Education office or 
e-mailed to mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us. The deadline is the 15th of each month 
for the next month’s issue. The publication schedule can be found on the website. 
Articles may be edited for space and content. If you have questions, please call the 
community education office at 879-4038. Visit the school website:  
www.esko.k12.mn.us

ESKO SPRING RUMMAGE SALES 
The annual Esko area rummage sales, a community service project of the Eager Eskomos 
Home Study Group, will be held on Friday and Saturday, May 17 & 18.  To rent a table(s) at 
the Thomson Town Hall (Friday only), or to have your address listed on the map, please fill 
out the registration form and mail by Friday, May 10.  It is important for us all to support this 
community effort by listing your sale on the map and by mailing this form in early.  For those 
renting tables at the town hall, doors will open at 6:30 AM for people to display items (on 
rental table only please).  Please remove your articles and boxes afterwards. Morning coffee, 
sweets, sloppy joes, coneys, hot dogs and beverages will be served at Thomson Town Hall on 
Friday only by the Eager Eskomo Home Study Group. 

If you have questions call Pauline at 879-4878 or Verna 879-3630. This community sale will 
be advertised in the 13 different papers including the Duluth News Tribune, The Budgeteer, 
The Superior Telegraph, The Northland Smart Shopper and the Pine Journal, as well as on the 
radio & TV.  Profits from registration and food sales will be donated to local service projects. 
FREE MAPS will be available at 8:00 AM the day of the sale at the Esko Minit Mart and the 
Thomson Town Hall.  Friday table sales at the Thomson Town Hall will close at 2:00 PM. 

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number ________________________________ 

$5.00 for each table       # of tables @ Town Hall________x $5.00 each = __________ 

$5.00 for address on map 
Please circle one        Friday only          Saturday only         Both days 
Total enclosed __________________ (No refunds) 
Make check payable to Eager Eskomos Home Study Group and mail it with the registration 
form by Friday, May 10 to:  Eager Eskomos, 35 Martha Rd, Esko, MN 55733 

      www.extension.umn.edu/news 

 
 

Minnesota Master Naturalist Volunteer Training to be held at 
Sugarloaf Cove Nature Center 
 
Do you enjoy learning about the natural world?  If so, consider becoming a 
Minnesota Master Naturalist volunteer!   
 
Sugarloaf Cover Nature Center, Schroeder, MN is hosting a Minnesota 
Master Naturalist Volunteer Training beginning February 23rd, 2019. 
 
Master Naturalist volunteers complete a 40-hour hands-on course with expert 
instructors and fellow learners – studying natural history, environmental 
interpretation, and conservation stewardship.  Final certification comes with 
the completion of 40 hours of volunteer service.  The program offers three 
courses that correspond to Minnesota’s three major ecosystems – entitled ‘Big 
Woods, Big Rivers’, ‘Prairies and Potholes’, and ‘Northwoods, Great Lakes’. 
 
This course will cover the natural and cultural history of the “North Woods, 
Great Lakes” region.  We will provide an in-depth overview of the boreal 
forest ecosystem and participants will observe and learn about the variety of 
plant and animal communities of the region.  Through the course, participants 
will develop their ability to observe nature and will learn tools to improve 
these skills.  In addition, participants will improve their communication skills 
by sharing knowledge with other participants and working on a group project. 
 
The course will run from 9 am to 5 pm every other Saturday (with a bit wider 
gap over Easter Weekend) for 6 sessions beginning February 23 and ending 
May 4, 2018. Field trips will be incorporated into the scheduled class days. 
 
For more information or to register on-line go to: 
https://www.minnesotamasternaturalist.org/courses/register/?courseId=872. 
For registration assistance call Julie Larson at 320-589-1711 Ext. 2120; 
1.888.241.4532, or e-mail info@minnesotamasternaturalist.org.  
 
Minnesota Master Naturalist is sponsored by the University of Minnesota 
Extension Service  
 

The University of Minnesota, including the University of Minnesota Extension, 
 is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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Read All About It

Articles and submissions may be sent to the Esko Community Education office or 
e-mailed to mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us. The deadline is the 15th of each month 
for the next month’s issue. The publication schedule can be found on the website. 
Articles may be edited for space and content. If you have questions, please call the 
community education office at 879-4038. Visit the school website:  
www.esko.k12.mn.us

Contributed by: Julie Kesti

Thomson Township’s 
Night of Terror: The 
Great 1918 Fire

This book’s, Thomson Town-
ship’s Night of Terror:  The Great 
1918 Fire, genesis began during 
a monthly meeting in early 2017 
of the Esko Historical Society as 
members spoke of the upcoming 
centennial anniversary, October 
12, 2018, of the Great Fire of 1918.  
The members, led by Davis Hel-
berg,  spoke of the duty and obli-
gation of the Esko Historical Society to tell the community’s 
story of this frightful day through interviews, diaries, photo-
graphs, hospital and court records, newspaper articles, and 
family stories and memories passed on from one generation to 
the next.  To commemorate the hundred year anniversary, Da-
vis Helberg, Phil Johnson, Rodney Ikola and Connie Jacobson, 
who all worked on Esko’s Corner:  An Illustrated History of Esko 
and Thomson Township, along with Julie Kesti and Esko His-
torical Society President Ronald Sillanpa published this “fire 
book”.  Eleven lives and possibly more were lost in Thomson 
Township, now called Esko, in Minnesota’s greatest natural 
disaster which claimed a total of 453 lives.  In this book, the 
reader will learn of Bill Bohren’s words “all in all, this was the 
worst day so far of my ninety-five-year-life.”  It also reveals 
how this close knit farming community had the resolve to 
help one another, rebuild their farms, and create a new school 
system, Independent School District #99.  Insurance claims 

were difficult to process as many 
records were destroyed in the fire.  
Learn how reparation payments 
were not made until 17 years later 
after court hearings, congressio-
nal hearings and testimonies and 
how present day RAM Insurance 
Company was formed as a result 
of the fire.

 
Movie Day 

At Premiere Theatres in Cloquet 
Monday, February 18, 2019 

 10:00 A.M 
Watch a movie currently  

playing and help support our 
Destination Imagination 

Program at Esko! 
All tickets are $10 and include popcorn and soda. 

 Children three and under are free. 
Tickets are available at the door. 

Cash or check only. 
Doors open at 9:30 A.M. 

 
     
 
 

 

 

Minnesota 1918:  When Flu, 
Fire, and War Ravaged the State

This Minnesota Historical Society Press 
book written by Curt Brown covers 1918 
as one of the darkest years in Minnesota 
history.  The hardships of flu, fire, and war 
killed thousands of Minnesotans, but also 
showed the resiliency of everyday Minne-
sotans.  With the nation fighting in World 
War I, “the war to end all wars”, 1400 
Minnesotans died on the battlefield while 
returning soldiers had injuries lasting 
a lifetime.  As the influenza pandemic 
spread throughout the world, 2300 died 
in 1918 for a total of 10,000 Minnesota 
deaths.  In mid-October 1918, fires spread across 1500 square miles 
in seven northeastern counties with 453 dead and destruction of proper-
ty and livestock as communities burned to the ground.  To date, the 1918 
Fire is Minnesota’s worst natural disaster; eleven recorded deaths were in 
Thomson Township.  The author writes of stories from all over the state 
about the 1918 hardships including Moose Lake, Cloquet, and Fond du Lac 
Reservation for Minnesota 1918: When Flu, Fire, and War Ravaged the State.

Old Red Cross shelter
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ADULT

General Interest
What Do I Do with an Instant Pot? 

The January Class filled so we added a  
February class!

An Instant Pot is THE kitchen tool you will 
wonder how you ever lived without!  That 
is, after you figure out how to use it!  In this 
hands on class we will prepare several items 
and learn how to use the features of your 
brand new Christmas gift!  Come hungry, bring 
your Instant Pot (even if it’s still in the box!) 
and take home containers.

Age Req: Age 18 and up
Cost: $20.00
Instructor: Deb DeArmond 
02/12/2019   6:00PM - 7:30PM
Esko Schools - S100 Family Consumer Science

Fitness
PIYO Thursday – February  

DEFINE EVERY INCH OF YOUR BODY
Sweat, stretch, and strengthen in one 

low-impact, body-sculpting workout. PiYo 
LIVE cranks up the intensity and speed of 
traditional Pilates and yoga to help you shape 
sleek arms, flat abs, and a lifted butt—no-
equipment needed. Bring a yoga mat, water 
bottle and small towel

Age Req: Adult
Sessions: 4
Cost: $30.00
Instructor: Betsy Norman 
Esko Schools - Cool Kids
6:00PM - 7:00PM
02/07/2019 02/14/2019 
02/21/2019 02/28/2019   
We have Punch cards available for Boot 

Camp, PIYO, and Zumba. Stop in the office to 
buy one!

Art
Crazy About Chalk Paint- FARMHOUSE sign 

Create your own FARMHOUSE sign with 
chalk paint. These signs are all the rage. Join 
the craze to make your own. Sign will measure 
10” by 60”.   All materials and instruction will 
be provided. Cheryl Wisneski from Hoppin 
Wren furniture will teach this class. Don’t miss 
out! Please register by February 7th so we can 
get materials ready. 

Age Req: 16 +
Cost: $40.00
Instructor: Cheryl Wiseneski 
02/11/2019   6:00PM - 7:00PM
Esko Schools - S101

YOUTH
Sports & Fitness

Jump n Jive– February  
Burn off some extra energy from your 

cooped up kids! Jump n Jive is for kids age 
4-10 to find fun in fitness! This class is sched-
uled at the exact same time as our Zumba class 
to allow parents to attend that class while kids 
are getting fit too! Kids will have an opportuni-
ty to try different kinds of exercise. 

Age Req: Ages 4-10
Day(s): M  ( Exc.  2-18-2019 )
Time: 6:00 PM
Sessions: 3
Cost: $15.00
Instructor: Becca Hansen 
02/04/2019
Esko Education Center - Cool Kids Room
6:00PM - 7:00PM
02/11/2019  02/25/2019

High School Intramural Basketball 
Contact Community Education to Register. 

This Intramural basketball league is open to 
students in grades 9-12.  Team sign-ups begin 
today! You need a roster of 8-15 people. You 
need to submit a roster that includes all your 
subs.  You will get a schedule of what times 
your team plays each week.   Team rosters 
with addresses, phone numbers, e-mail ad-
dress, and fees are due with registration to 
the Community Education Office by Thursday, 
February 8th in order for your team to be reg-
istered!. We will register both boys and girls 
teams. We can offer league to both boys and 
girls provided we get enough registrations for 
both. This league is intended for students who 
love basketball but do not play on an orga-
nized team. Games will have officials. Ques-
tions? Call the community education office! 
Age Req: Grade 9-12

Time: 2:00 PM
Sessions: 6
Cost: $20.00
Instructor: Kelly Hartlieb 
Registration Cutoff Date: 2/8/2019   
Esko Schools - Varsity Gym
2:00PM - 4:00PM
02/10/2019  02/17/2019 02/24/2019
03/03/2019 03/10/2019 03/17/2019 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
**Directly after school, students will meet 

for a snack and check-in in the cafeteria, 
then report to their club’s meeting spot. You 
may pick up your child at the East entrance 
(door #6). If your child will not be attending 
a scheduled club, please inform their teacher 
AND call the Community Education office at 
879-4038.**

Esko Community Education cannot accept 
registration for After School Clubs on the day 
of the club, due to communication with the 
teachers and Cool Kids regarding attendance.



Baton Twirling Clinic
Would you like to learn how to twirl a baton 

like a majorette? In this club, students will learn 
the basics of baton twirling. You will learn sim-
ple moves, along with choreography. Together, 
we will create a routine to music to perform 
at halftime at the February 7th Girl’s Varsity 
Basketball game! No experience necessary; this 
is designed to be a beginner-level club! 

Admission to the game is free for performers 
with a paid adult.  Plus, you get to keep your 
baton! We intend to run this club in future 
years. 

Please fill out the E-form to ensure your 
child receives the correct size baton. 

$35.00  Includes baton to keep.
Esko Schools - Trophy Hallway 
02/04/2019   3:15PM - 5:00PM
02/05/2019   3:15PM - 5:00PM 
02/06/2019   2:30PM - 5:00PM 

Awesome Art! FISH PAINT  
Monochromatic Fish Painting
Following step by step directions, you will 

draw a giant fish on white card stock paper 
with pencil. We will then carefully paint the 
fish using many shades of ONE COLOR! 

To prepare the paint for the fish you will 
start with one bright color and carefully mix it 
with white paint to create the many shades. 

Age Req: Grades 2-6
Cost: $10.00
Instructor: Dawn Hallsten 
02/07/2019   3:15PM - 4:30PM
Esko Schools - E370

Awesome Art! MOSAIC  
Mosaic Heart
One big heart cut from black construction 

paper will be artistically covered with small 
pieces of patterned paper.  Create an intricate 
pattern or fill your heart with a random  
design.  Just in time for Valentine’s Day! 

Age Req: Grades 2-6
Cost: $10.00

02/12/2019   3:15PM - 4:30PM
Esko Schools - E370

Kids make dinner: Cooking @400’ – 1
Tired of cooking? Let your kids do the work! 

Your kiddo will make a meal that serves 4-5 
people. All you have to do is pop it in the oven! 

 Age Req: Grades 4-6
Cost: $19.00
Instructors: Cassie Janke, Andrea King 
Registration Cutoff Date: 02/20/2019
Dates & Times: 02/21/2019  3:15 - 5:00PM
Esko Schools -  S100 Family Consumer  

Science
Kids make dinner: Cooking @400’ – 2  

Tired of cooking? Let your kids do the work! 
Your kiddo will make a meal that serves 4-5 
people. All you have to do is pop it in the oven! 

Age Req: Grades 4-6
Cost: $19.00
Instructors: Cassie Janke, Andrea King 
Registration Cutoff Date: 02/27/2019
02/28/2019   3:15PM - 5:00PM
Esko Schools -  S100 Family Consumer  

Science
Savannah’s Pottery – ST PATRICK  

Decorate a rainbow pot of gold in  
preparation for St. Patrick’s day!

Age Req: Grades 1-6
Cost: $15.00
Registration Cutoff Date: 02/11/2019
02/12/2019   3:15PM - 4:30PM
Esko Schools - S101

Savannah’s Pottery – BUNNY PLATE  
Spring will be here soon! Paint an Easter 

themed bunny plate to leave treats for the 
bunny!

Age Req: Grades 1-6
Cost: $15.00
Instructor: Michelle Line 
Registration Cutoff Date: 02/27/2019
02/28/2019   3:15PM - 4:30PM
Esko Schools - S101

LEGO ROBOTICS! – 2-FEB-MAR  
Are you interested in making a ROBOTIC 

LEGO robot and then controlling it with a com-
puter? This club is for you! 

Age Req: Grades 3-6
Cost: $25.00
Registration Cutoff Date:02/18/2019
Esko Schools - N211 - Computer Lab
3:15PM - 4:30PM
 02/19/2019 02/26/2019 03/05/2019    
03/12/2019 03/19/2019   

Valentine Fun!
You’re invited!!
Join us for a Valentine’s Party!!
Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
We’ll have awesome games,
And make yummy snacks, too!
You’ll LOVE it!!
Cost: $11.00
Instructor: Kari Houser 
02/14/2019   3:15PM - 4:30PM
Esko Schools -  S100 Family Consumer  

Science
Ski and Snowboard Club (Mont Du Lac)  

This club is for students in grades 3-7. Class 
includes transportation, lessons, rental and lift 
ticket. Students are supervised and placed in 
lessons according to ability. Please be sure to 
note whether you are a skier or snowboarder 
upon registration. No discounts for season 
ticket holders.

After completing the online registration, you 
will receive a rental/permission agreement, 
sent home with your child. Once this is com-
pleted, signed and returned to the Community 
Education building, your student’s registration 
will be complete. COMPLETED AND SIGNED 
FORMS (& PAYMENT) ARE DUE TO COMMU-
NITY EDUCATION BY FEBRUARY 14TH. If your 
packet is not received by this date, your child 
will not be able to attend the club.  
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Continued on next page



6 - Esko’s Corner - February 2019

Community Education
Students are to be picked up at 

Esko School, Door #6 after the bus 
returns. No pick ups will be al-
lowed from the Mont Du Lac Hill. 
This is for the safety of our chil-
dren, as it  may lead to confusion 
for the instructors as students 
are being checked back onto the 
bus to depart. Students are also 
advised to bring a snack or bagged 
dinner to eat during their free 
time at the hill. No food or drink 
can be eaten on the bus. 

Bring to Class: Please wear 
warm, weather-appropriate 
clothing, as you will not be able to 
participate without it.

Please bring a snack or bagged 
dinner to be eaten during your 
free time at the hill. 

Sessions: 3
Cost: $65.00
Instructor: Kristi Konu 
Dates & Times:
3:15 - 7:15PM
 02/19/2019 02/26/2019 
03/05/2019

Be Prepared, Not Scared 
Young children who are taught 

basic emergency concepts like 
how to call 911 can turn into He-
roes in emergency situations. One 
of the most important things for 
them to know are basic first aid 
steps to follow in different cir-
cumstances. Class topics include 
recognizing an emergency and 
knowing what to do, calling 911, 
basic first aid techniques, person-
al safety tips, tricky people, gun 
safety, and fire safety.  Students 
attend this class independently. 
Parents are encouraged to review 

the take home information and 
discuss it with their child. Stu-
dents can bring a snack.

**This is in conjunction with 
Child Safety Day and two addition-
al classes: Child and Babysitting 
Safety and Home Alone! Students 
who register for all three classes 
will receive a $5 discount. Please 
check in in room S100**

Bring to Class: If attending mul-
tiple classes, please plan to bring a 
lunch and/or snack.

Age Req: 1st-4th Grade
Day(s): Varied Schedule
Time: 2:45 PM
Sessions: 1
Cost: $25.00
Instructor: Kari Fairclough 
 Registration Cutoff Date: 
02/17/2019
Dates & Times:
 02/18/2019   2:45PM - 4:45PM 
Esko Schools - S100 Family  
Consumer Science

Home Alone! 
Just mention the words “Home 

Alone,” and children think of the 
excitement depicted in the movies 
of the same name. The reality of 
being home alone can evoke fear 
and anxiety in many children. 
Whether left alone for an hour 
after school or several hours a 
day during the summer, children 
should feel comfortable being 
alone. This workshop for children 
will address several topics relat-
ing to being “Home Alone” includ-
ing personal safety tips, tricky 
people, basic first aid, fire safety, 
handling the unexpected, internet 
safety, gun safety, dealing with  

loneliness and boredom, storm 
safety, dealing with siblings 
as well as trust and honesty. 
Students attend this class inde-
pendently. Parents are encouraged 
to review the take home informa-
tion and discuss it with their child. 

**This is in conjunction with 
Child Safety Day and two addi-
tional classes: Child and  
Babysitting Safety and Be  
Prepared, Not Scared! Students 
who register for all three classes 
will receive a $5 discount. Please 
check in in room S100.**

Bring to Class: If attending mul-
tiple classes, please plan to bring  
a lunch and/or snack.

Age Req: 3rd through 6th grade
Time: 12:30 PM
Cost: $25.00
Instructor: Kari Fairclough 
Registration Cutoff Date:
02/17/2019
02/18/2019 
12:30PM - 2:30PM
 Esko Schools - S100 Family  
Consumer Science

REGISTRATION - COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City:  ___________________________   Zip:  ________________

Home Phone: ________________ Work Phone: _______________

Email:________________________________________________
For Esko Comm. Ed. classes-Esko students please include: 

Grade:______T eacher:__________________ Birthdate:_________

Class: ________________________________________________ 
Cost: ___________

Class: ________________________________________________ 
Cost: ___________
    Total Enclosed: $__________

Please send this form, with payment to 
Community Education Office  PO Box 10, Esko, MN  55733 

OR register online www.esko.k12.mn.us



Current Students (2018/2019 SR Families and 
Leap-n-Learn Families) March 1 – 8
Esko Residents:  March 11th at 8am through 
March 15th at 3pm
General Public:  Opens at 8am Monday, 
March 18th.  

*Registration Forms can be picked up in the 
Community Education Office*

School Readiness is a program for children 
ages three through five years of age.  We are 
a 4-Star Rated Parent Aware program and are 
staffed by qualified teachers who are licensed 
in Early Childhood Education.  Through use of 
age appropriate curriculum, we run a hands-on 
and fun learning environment.  We focus on the 
individual child’s needs to promote a healthy 
love for learning.  

All children must be potty trained by the start 
of class.

3’s Class offered:  Mondays & Friday   (Chil-
dren must be 3 by 9/1/19)

•  AM class only: 8:30 – 11:00am
4’s Classes offered:  Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 

Thursdays (Children must be 4 by 9/1/19)
•  AM class:   

Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays &  
Thursdays from  
8:30 – 11am

•   PM class: Tuesdays 
and Thursdays  
12:30 – 3:00pm 
Wednesdays  
11:45 - 2:15pm

7 - Esko’s Corner - October 2018

Community Education

7 - Esko’s Corner - February 2019

Child and Babysitting Safety/ American  
Safety & Health Institute 

Learn the responsibilities of being a pre-
pared, safe, responsible and professional 
babysitter. Topics include starting your own 
babysitting business, child development, 
behavior guidance, supervision, proper feed-
ing & diapering techniques, personal safety, 
medical emergencies, basic first aid care and 
fire safety. Instructor provides baby dolls, 
bottles, diaper supplies for hands on partici-
pation skills. The course is developed by the 
American Safety and Health Institute and 
approved by the American Pediatrics Associ-
ation. Class participants receive a CABS book 
and ASHI certification card. Students attend 
this class independently. Parents are encour-
aged to review the take home information 
and discuss it with their child. Students are 
asked to bring a lunch and/or snack.

**This is in conjunction with Child Safety 
Day and two additional classes: Home Alone! 
and Be Prepared, Not Scared! Students who 
register for all three classes will receive a $5 
discount. Please check in in room S100.**

Bring to Class: If attending multiple class-
es, please plan to bring a lunch and/or a 
snack.

Age Req: 4th through 8th grade
Time: 9:00 AM
Sessions: 1
Cost: $50.00
Instructor: Kari Fairclough 
Registration Cutoff Date:02/17/2019
02/18/2019   9:00AM - 12:00PM
Esko Schools -  
 S100 Family Consumer  
Science

Driver’s Ed. Spring19  
This class provides students with a basic 

understanding of MN Traffic Safety laws, and 
the complexities of driving.  It also gives par-
ticipants information necessary for acquir-
ing a MN Learners permit upon successful 
completion of the written exam.  Students 
who were not born in Carlton County should 
begin to acquire their Certified Birth Certifi-
cate which is essential for taking the permit 
exam.  Students should reach their 15th 
birthday by April 15th 2019.  Priority will 
be given to current 15 year olds who attend 
Esko Public Schools.  Students must attend 
all 30 hours of training (a make-up day will 
be available).  You will need to sign up with a 
Driving School for behind the wheel lessons 
(at an additional cost) before the permit 
test.
NEW class component:

Students are required to log 50 hours 
driving time and this must be turned in to 
the DMV prior to the road skills test.  Atten-
dance at the optional Parent Program can 
reduce the numbers of logged hours to 40.

Information on the Parent Program will be 
handed out at class.

We need 20 students to be able to run 
this class.  Cancellation fee of $15.00 will 
be charged for any cancellations out of this 
class.

Age Req: 15 years old by April 15
Cost: $90.00
Instructor: Matt Berger
Esko Schools - S231
3:30PM - 6:30PM
04/01/2019   04/02/2019 04/03/2019 
04/04/2019 04/05/2019 04/08/2019 
04/09/2019 04/10/2019 04/12/2019 
04/15/2019 

 

Registration for 2019/2020 
School Readiness Preschool

School Readiness 
kids are liking the 
new building



8 - Esko’s Corner - February 2019

Title

8 - Esko’s Corner - February 2019

Cool Kids

Brad is a senior at 
Lincoln High School in 
Esko. He has been working 
with Cool Kids for about 
a month. Brad has lived 
all over the country since 
his dad has a job for BNSF 
railroad and he gets relo-
cated for work. Brad has 
never had a job like the 
one he has with Cool Kids. 
He likes that everyone is 
so friendly and he enjoys 
working with the kids as 
each day provides some-
thing new. Brad LOVES 
burgers and thinks Jamai-
ca has the best burgers. 
He is a well known cus-
tomer at Gordy’s Hi Hat.  
In his free time, Brad likes 
to listen to music on his 
record player! He enjoys 
poetry and journalism. 
One thing that not many 
people know about Brad is 
he likes to cook because it 
is both fun and tasty!

Rachel is a student in 
Esko and works mostly 
with the Pre K and kinder-
garten students in Cool 
Kids. She is a life-long resi-
dent of Esko and has three 
older brothers and 2 dogs. 
She likes being around the 
kids and playing with them 
in her job. In her free time, 
she likes to watch Netflix, 
work out or hang with 
friends. Her very favorite 
food is tacos. One thing 
you might not know about 
Rachel is that she scored 8 
three point shots in a bas-
ketball game beating her 
mom’s record of 7 three 
pointers in a game.

Jade is working in Cool 
Kids two days a week 
and she works with all of 
our age groups. She has 
been working for us for 
just over a month. Jade 
currently lives in Cloquet 
where her mom works at 
SAPPI. He dad works at St 
Scholastica in Duluth. Her 
favorite thing about her 
job is meeting all of the 
kids and playing games 
with them. In her spare 
time, she likes to be with 
her friends. Her favorite 
food is tacos, and she loves 
the color blue. Something 
not many people know 
about Jade is that her 
nephew lives with her and 
she likes to help take care 
of him. 

Shelby Metzer lives in 
Superior and attends UWS 
where she is majoring in 
Physical Education along 
with a double minor of 
coaching and adaptive phy 
ed. Shelby started working 
with us in January and 
works both in Cool Kids 
and the ECFE program. 
She enjoys interacting 
with the kids and seeing 
the silly things they do. In 
her time away from school 
and work, she likes to be 
outdoors, play volleyball, 
go tubing, and hang out 
with friends. She also loves 
traveling. Shelby is a bit 
of a thrill seeker and has 
been skydiving and cliff 
diving multiple times.

Anissa has been work-
ing in Cool Kids since 
December. She lives in 
Cloquet with her twin 
sister and younger brother 
where she has lived for 
over 7 years. She loves 
playing with the kids 
after school and thinks 
everyone she works with 
is very kind. She actually 
looks forward to coming 
to work! Her favorite food 
is Chicken Gravy Crescent 
Roll (sounds like she may 
need to share that recipe), 
and her favorite color is 
aqua. In her free time, she 
loves to perform either 
by acting or singing. One 
piece of trivia about Anissa 
that not everyone knows 
is that Peter Parker once 
delivered her a pizza! Ask 
her about it!

Welcome to our new Cool Kids staff!

February is I love to Read month! 
We love to have guest speakers in our 

School Readiness classes and Cool Kids. If 
you are willing to read to our kids, please 
call the office at 879-4038.

BOOKMOBILE SCHEDULE
Monday, March 11

 Northwood United Methodist Church 
10:00-10:30 AM
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Cool Kids     |     Kindercamp

Cool Kids have lots of new toys including a new kitchen where they enjoy 
making lunch.

Kindercamp 
An introduction for students eligible to start         

Kindergarten in the fall of 2019 

  Please join us for  

Magic of Math 
Thursday, March 14th 

5:30—6:30 pm 
 

 

Please enter through door #3 or #4 

Call 879-3361 if you haven’t registered 

Kindercamp 
An introduction for students eligible to start 

Kindergarten in the fall of 2019 

Please join us for 

Play with a Purpose 

Thursday, February 28th 
5:30—6:30 pm 

 

Please enter through door #3 or #4 

Register by calling 879-3361 

Please join us for 

Spring into Reading 

Thursday, April 25th  
5:30—6:30 pm

Please enter through door #3 or #4 
Call 879-3361 if you haven’t registered 

COOL KIDS REGISTRATION 
OPENS March 11-13th at noon - for 
current enrolled Cool Kid’s families.
March 18-20th at noon for students 
who are not enrolled in Cool Kids in 
the 2018-2019 school year.

Registration will be online.  Once 
you have registered online, you may 
pick up your handbook and emergen-
cy contact form in the Community 
Education office or Cool Kids room.  
Cool Kids is for kindergarten to 5th 
grade.  All community education 
balances must be paid in full or reg-
istration will be declined.  If you have 
questions regarding your account 
for community education, please call 
879-4038 during office hours, and we 
will be happy to help you.
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Winterquist Elementary News

BY BRIAN 
HARKER

Important Dates
•  Tuesday, Jan. 29:  

Conferences – 3:30-7pm
•  Thursday, Jan. 31: 

Conferences – 3:30-7pm
•   Monday, Feb. 11: 

PIE Meeting – 6:30 – library
• Monday, Feb. 18: No School
•  Monday, Feb. 25:  

Kindercamp- 5:30 

Second Semester
It is hard to believe, but we are 

officially half way through the school 
year and entering our 3rd quarter. It 
is important that our students con-
tinue to stay focused on their school 
work. Please continue to work with 
your children and help them make the 
second semester as successful as the 
first.
February’s Habit of the Month – 
Think Win-Win

Habit #4 is about recognizing that 
working together toward a common 
goal or end is much more rewarding 
and satisfying for everyone. When a 
conflict arrises, what is the best solu-
tion for all parties involved? Don’t just 
think about yourself. The students 
will understand that working togeth-
er so that everyone is happy is more 
important than having a winner and 
a loser.

*Practice creative problem solving: 
Role-playing is so powerful. Have your 

children act out conflicts. Someone 
else wants the ball. They don’t like 
what is being served for dinner. Help 
them recognize what a “win” might 
be. Sometimes what we want is not 
the thing, but to be understood. Can 
they share their feelings in a way the 
other person feels respected? Help 
them think about what they hope 
to accomplish and what the other 
person might want. Is there a third 
option? We think of a solution we can 
all feel good about!
Future Kindergarteners

We are already planning for next 
year and are excited about our new 
kindergartners that will be joining us 
in the fall. If you are new to our com-
munity or don’t think you are on our 
census, contact the elementary office 
to get your child on our lists. We want 
to make sure that each of our families 
will be receiving our kindergarten 
mailings. Our first “Getting Ready 
for Kindergarten” night is February 
25 at 5:30 p.m. Please look for more 
information to come. If you have any 
questions please call the elementary 
office at 879-3361. 
Open Enrollment

During the next couple months our 
administrative team will be deciding 
on staffing needs for the 2019-2020 
school year. Please notify us if you 
are looking at attending our school 
next year. This will help us as we put 
together classes for this fall. Families 
are more than welcome to call and 
schedule appointments to meet with 
me and discuss our programs and 
tour our facilities. We look forward to 
meeting you soon. To set up an ap-
pointment, please call us at 879-3361.

Date: January 14, 2019
Time: 6:30pm
Location: Winterquist Library
Board members in attendance: Mandy Dewey, Josh Mi-

chaud, Jessie Oveson, Crysta Reeves 
Minutes Approval

No minutes from December
Treasure Report

Starting Balance (11/01/2018): $21,992.29
 Deposits (total):  $0
 Checks (total):   $3,391.60
 Interest:   $1.55
Ending Balance (12/31/2018): $18,602.24

Teachers Request
Starfall - App good for primary kids K - 1st, maybe 2nd. 

$270 school wide subscription. Covers math and reading. 
Very game like with immediate feedback. Teachers can select 
lessons for kids to be on. Motion passed.
Treasurer Position

Position is open for next school year
Teachers Conference

Tuesday Jan 29 - Landa is working with Olive Garden.
Thursday Jan 31st - Texas Roadhouse - Lacie
Need other items: Plates, Napkins, Utensils, Beverages, Con-

tainers, Serving utensils, Setup Crew, Cleanup Crew. Online 
sign up will be created for those who want to contribute.
March Fundraiser Texas Roadhouse

Motion passed to setup date in March, pending board ap-
proval.
Watch Dogs

Program to bring fathers into schools. 1 or 2 days a week 
fathers can sign up online to come in for a day or half day. 
Fathers help out wherever help is needed in the school.  Ex-
amples include greeting kids in the morning, going outside 
with kids for recess, help run the lunchroom, eat lunch with 
your child, etc. www.watchdogs.com. Mr. Harker will review 
the program to see if its something the school can be involved 
with.

There was general discussion about volunteer sign up and 
how to handle it. There are some parents that just want to 

Winterquist PIE Meeting Minutes
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Geography Bee
On Tuesday, January 8, 2019, Esko Schools held 

their annual Geography Bees.  Thirty-four 5th 
and 6th graders competed in the morning.  Sam 
Panger claimed third place, Ben Schramm took 
second and Easton Harker was the school cham-
pion.

Thirty-one 7th and 8th grade students took 
part in the Lincoln High School bee held in the 
afternoon.  Alex Kazel took third place, Lucas 
Rauner took second and Aidric Mock was the 
school champion.  

The school-level competition is the first round 
in the annual National Geographic GeoBee, a 
geography competition designed to inspire and 

reward students’ curiosity about the world.  
Questions cover not only geography, but cultures, 
physical features, history and earth science.  

School champions, including Easton and Aidric, 
will take an online qualifying test.  Up to 100 of 
the top test scorers in each state then become el-
igible to compete in their state GeoBee.  The win-
ners of the State GeoBee receive an all-expenses 
paid trip to National Geographic Society head-
quarters in Washington D.C. in May to participate 
in the GeoBee national competition.

Congratulations to all of our participants 
and good luck to our school champions!

Sam, Easton, and BenLucas, Aidric, and Alex

volunteer some time to help out. The 
hard part is coordinating the parents 
with tasks they can help with.
The Works

Third grade classroom was picked. 
“The Works” is a science program 
that will come visit the classroom 
for STEM activities. Third grade 
teachers picked a kaleidoscope proj-
ect. Total for the project is about $15 
per child. Setup for January 22nd 
pending approval. Roughly $1500. 
Motion passed to fund the program.
Esko 5K Traveling Trophy

Teachers were going to own the 
5K, now they don’t need the run any-
more. PIE group will probably take 
back ownership of the run. Its in the 
beginning of June. Motion approved 
to organize the run.
Teachers Appreciation

The group would like to do some-
thing small to show appreciation for 
teachers. Might do something June 
3rd. 
Questions/Ideas

• January 23 is the community 
goal setting meeting. The communi-
ty is invited at 6:30pm in the theater.

• Fall fundraiser ideas - Cash only 
fundraiser, no selling

• Lost and Found is crazy. Is there 
a way we can organize it, maybe 
over conference night we could lay it 
out for parents to go through? Group 
will contact someone at the school 
first for ideas.

• Reminder to parents, label all 
your kids belongings (snow pants, 
gloves, boots, etc.) to make teachers 
lives easier.
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Esko Educational Foundation
Did you know in 2018, the Esko 

Educational Foundation (EEF) 
awarded 26 scholarships totaling 
$62,450 to graduating seniors at 
Lincoln High School?

Our foundation was organized in 1995 due to 
an unsolicited and generous gift from alumnus, 
Ruth B. (nee Kuusisto) Logsdon, Class of 1934 
member and valedictorian.  Mrs. Logsdon, who 
died in 1995, highly valued her education in the 
Esko Public Schools.  Hence, she bequeathed 
a  legacy of annual scholarships in her name 
to this day for Esko students.  More than 25 
additional scholarships have since been estab-
lished and are also administered by the EEF.  
Our annual scholarship awards total more than 
$60,000.   The Esko Educational Foundation is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) and is governed by a board 
of directors whose mission is “to award post 
secondary education scholarships to graduat-
ing Lincoln High School seniors.”  The board 
members are volunteers in our community who 
give their time and talents to further the educa-
tion of Esko graduates through these scholar-
ships.  To date, nearly 50 community members 
served as board members.  

The scholarship process begins in February 
with the release of scholarship application 
forms for interested high school seniors.  Board 
members also present to all seniors in a class-
room setting the application process as well a 
review of the EEF scholarships’ requirements 
and desirable criteria for applicants. For ex-
ample, some scholarships list financial need as 
a criteria.  Depending on the school calendar, 
applications are due in end of March/beginning 
of April.  In April, the board selects the students 
for these scholarships.  The selection process 
includes assigning by the high school counselor 
a number to each application form and its let-
ters of reference while redacting the student’s 
name to ensure anonymity and fidelity of the 
selection process.  In addition, board members 

recuse themselves from the selection process 
when family members (e.g. son, daughter, niece, 
nephew) are high school seniors.  In early May, 
the EEF Scholarship and Academic Award Event 
is held naming high school senior recipients.

The Esko Educational Foundation also spon-
sors and hosts the annual Kristin Burkholder 
5K Run/Walk each summer in Esko as a fund-
raiser for the Kristin Burkholder Memorial 
Scholarship.  (On April 24, 1997, 12 year old 
Kristin Burkholder died from injuries suffered 
from a pedestrian-car accident while running 
for track practice along Canosia Road in Esko.) 

The Esko Educational Foundation fundraises 
for scholarships; works with those wanting to 
establish new scholarships; solicits donations 
for scholarships; and recruits community mem-
bers to serve on its board of directors.

Important Dates: 
February 1, 2019 Applications are available  

in the career center. See Mrs. Bergstedt.
April 5, 2019 3:30 PM Completed applica-

tions are due to Mrs. Krocka in the high  
school office.

May 5, 2019 2:00 PM Scholarship and  
Academic Award Event. Lincoln High School 
Theater. 

For more information, contact:
Esko Educational Foundation
PO Box 27, Esko, MN  55733
eskoeducationalfoundation@gmail.com
2019 Board of Directors
Julie Kesti, President
Cindy Purcell, Vice President
Robin O’Neill, Secretary
Jeanette Laundergan, Treasurer
Joyce Bergstedt
 Kris Glesener, Kristin Burkholder 5K Run/ 
   Walk Coordinator
Cindy Kunz, Scholarship Coordinator
Brooke Pfister
Colleen Semerau
Brenda Van Dell
Maggie Sunnarborg, School Board Liaison

Community Memorial Hospital 
Family Clinic is starting a new 

support group.
The Nesting Place is a group for new 

moms with infants up to one year old or 
moms- to -be in their 3rd trimester. It 
doesn’t matter where you live or where 
you delivered your baby, you are welcome 
in this group. We will provide a safe and 
supportive environment to discuss all 
postpartum issues: breastfeeding, baby 
blues, anxiety, depression, sleep, relation-
ships, exercise, nutrition...you name it!

Meetings are free and will be facilitat-
ed by a healthcare professional and the 
content will be dependent on the groups’ 
needs. Refreshments will be provided.

We will start with a meeting every other 
Saturday from 10-11am in the Pine room 
at CMH. The first meeting is January 19th.

For more information, contact Laurie 
Dandrea at 218-878-7626, ext.#7385 or 
ldandrea@cloquethospital.com
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High School News

Social Media - #GoEsko 
 
What: Esko Public Schools is growing our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram  
& YouTube channels.       
 

  Facebook - @EskoSchools   Twitter - @EskoSchools 
 

  Instagram - @EskoSchools   YouTube - Esko Public Schools   
 
Why:  

1. Celebrate our students 
2. Keep parents, students, community & alumni in the loop of what is happening at 

our schools 
3. Promote events and share information like concerts, no school, or fundraiser 

reminders! 
 
What do I need to do?  

● If you are on these social media sites – follow us! 
● Help promote the pages to your family and friends. 
● If you aren’t on these sites – that’s OK. The school will continue to provide 

communication through traditional channels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY GREG 
HEXUM

The first semester of the 2018-
2019 academic years coming to a 
close.  As of Wednesday, January 
23, 2019 all quarter 2 and se-
mester 1 grades will have been 
posted to the EHS Parent Portal 
via Campus for viewing.  Based 
on the data we have collected 
from parents and students, we no 
longer mail paper copies of re-
port cards.  If, however, you have 
limited internet access, or wish to 
receive a paper copy of the report 
card, contact Ms. Kris Krocka 
in the high school office at 879-
4673, extension 613.  Detailed 
grade reports with are available 
in the Canvas Learning Manage-
ment system via your parent 
account or through your student’s 
Canvas account or app.  

With the close of the first 
semester at Esko High School, 
we are already preparing for the 
2019-2020 school year.  Students 
will be registering in classrooms 
and online beginning in late 
February.  The EHS course cat-
alog is available online on the 
district webpage at www.esko.

k12.mn.us and in paper copies by 
request.  To receive a paper copy 
of the course handbook, contact 
Ms. Krocka in the high school 
office.  The online handbook is an 
essential resource that includes 
graduation requirements, course 
descriptions, and college prepara-
tion recommendations.  

Lastly, I want to report the 
ongoing success of the Carlton 
County Educators profession-
al development day on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, January 21, 
2019.  This day long training for 
all 650 Carlton County teachers 
and administrators has been a 
fantastic success.   Teachers col-
laborate around a plethora of pro-
fessional topics including reading 
instruction across content areas, 
student mental health supports, 
dyslexia, personalized learning, 
and technology integration in 
classrooms. Students are direct 
beneficiaries of the ongoing pro-
fessional development that is a 
seamless part of what it means to 
be an Esko teacher.   

As always, I encourage you to 
visit www.polarleague.org to stay 
up to date on Esko High School 
activities and to contact me with 
questions, comments or concerns 
related to Esko High School at 
879-4673 x 604 or grhexum@
esko.k12.mn.us

Attention, parents of college-bound 
10th, 11th, and 12th graders:

Wondering if you’ll be able to help your student finish college and still retire 
someday? With guidance from a college planning expert, you can.

You’re invited to a complimentary college planning strategies workshop, pre-
sented by Michael Coughlin, FIC, MBA, RICP, Thrivent Financial, Eden Prairie, 
MN. You will leave knowing how academics, admissions, and financial strate-
gies can work together to help save you and your student money on college.

Space is limited to 40 families (both parents and your student should attend, 
if possible). No products will be sold at this event.

Wednesday, March 13th
6:30-7:30pm

Esko High School Theater
Register online through Community Education Special Events
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From Our School Board
Update Esko Educational Center

The Board was updated regarding the Esko 
Educational Center project. Because of details regarding 
the drainage issue and solutions, this item was tabled at 
this time until the Board receives additional informa-
tion.
Approve Purchase Agreement for Land Purchase

Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to 
approve a Purchase Agreement for land purchase with 
Kenneth R. and Joyce Hammarlund for $60,000 upon 
completion of the contingencies. (Copy of Purchase 
Agreement on file in the office of the superintendent) 
Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Approval of 2018/2019 Winter Coaching

Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to 
approve the 2018/2019 Winter Coaching as present-
ed. Motion carried by the following vote: In Favor: 
Julian Bertogliat, Mark Nyholm, Todd Rengo, Jeff Salo, 
Margaret Sunnarborg. Abstaining: Jerry Frederick. 
Approve the Hire of Dale Riihiluoma

Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jeff Salo to approve 
the hire of Dale Riihiluoma as part-time cleaner at the 
Esko Educational Center effective November 5, 2018 for 
four hours, two days per week, until the building is fully 
occupied by Community Education and then for four 
hours per day, five days per week.  Motion carried by 
unanimous vote.
Approve Erosion Control Specialists, Inc. for Snow 
Removal for 2018/2019 School Year

Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to 
approve Erosion Control Specialists, Inc. for 2018/2019 
snow removal per their proposal. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote.
Approval of American Indian Parent Advisory 
Committee Resolution

Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve a resolution to approve the American Indian 
Parent Advisory Committee Resolution (Copy of resolu-
tion on file in the office of the Superintendent.) Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
Administrative Reports
Board Committee Reports:

Mark Nyholm – Land purchase, diesel bus problems, 
Esko Educational Center meeting.

Margaret Sunnarborg – Esko Educational Foundation 
– there may be two new scholarships set up.

Jeff Salo – Facilities committee meeting, Esko Sports 
Alliance – there will be a new scholarship set up, Esko 
Hall of Fame – four new inductees have been chosen.. 

Julian Bertogliat – ARCC meeting, facilities meeting.
Todd Rengo – Community Education Advisory 

Committee meeting.
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From Our School Board
Principals’ Reports:

Elementary – Principal Brian Harker reported that 
the fifth grade will be going to the Environmental 
Learning Center again this year, November 14-16, 
2018. He is working on the World’s Best Workforce 
Grant. He also reported that next spring there is an 
opportunity for our fifth grade to go to the Duluth 
Air Base for a week-long STEM workshop. He is 
working on the transportation logistics with the 
District Ttransportation Director.

High School – Principal Greg Hexum reported that 
the ACT is now a required test. With 99 percent of 
Esko High School students taking the test, the Esko 
students’ average score is 23.4.
Superintendent’s Report:

Supt. Aaron Fischer reported on:
• Enrollment update – Our enrollment is holding 

steady, PSEO numbers are growing so there are
•  less actual students enrolled on this campus.

Adjournment
There being no further business, moved by Todd 

Rengo, second by Jeff Salo to adjourn at 7:20 p.m.  
Motioned carried by unanimous vote.

Todd Rengo, Clerk

Clerk’s Minutes

The Esko Board of Education, Independent School 
District No. 99, Esko, Minnesota, held a special board 
meeting on Tuesday, November 13, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. 
in the board conference room.

Members present:  Jerry Frederick, Mark Nyholm, 
Jeff Salo, Margaret Sunnarborg and Superintendent 
Aaron Fischer.  Members absent:  Julian Bertogliat, 
Todd Rengo. Jerry Frederick appointed Clerk Pro 
Tem.
Call the Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.
Approve a Resolution Canvassing the Returns of 
Votes of School District Election

Moved Jerry Frederick, second by Jeff Salo to 
approve a resolution canvassing the returns of 
votes of the School District School Board Election. 
(Copy of resolution on file in the office of the 
Superintendent.) Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Adjournment

There being no further business, moved by Jerry 
Frederick, second by Jeff Salo to adjourn at 6:05 p.m.  
Motioned carried by unanimous vote.

Jerry Frederick
Clerk Pro Tem
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From Our School Board
Discussion/Action: Purchase Classroom Furniture 
and Accessories for ECFE/SR Programs

Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Mark Nyholm 
to authorize the superintendent to purchase up to 
$10,000 in classroom furniture and accessories for 
the ECFE/SR programs at their new location. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote.
Approve the Hire of Big River Consulting

Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to 
approve the hire of Big River Consulting to facilitate 
District vision and goal setting at an approximate 
cost of $8,000.00. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Discussion/Action: Sideboards for Scoreboard

Discussion was heard regarding the purchase of 
sideboards for the scoreboard. This would show 
fouls, stats, etc. The cost would be covered 1/3 by 
Esko Sports Alliance, 1/3 by Booster Club, 1/3 from 
District. The initial cost is $12,365. Moved by Jeff 
Salo, second by Todd Rengo to approve the purchase 
of sideboards for the scoreboard as long as the score-
board is run by one person. Motion carried by unan-
imous vote.
Approve World’s Best Workforce Plan & Summary 
2018/2019

Principal Brian Harker reviewed past goals and 
accomplishments and outlined the proposed goals for 
the next year. Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Mark 
Nyholm to approve the World’s Best Workforce Plan 
& Summary 2018/2019.  (Copy on file in the office of 
the Superintendent.) Motion carried by unanimous 
vote.
Administrative Reports
Principals’ Reports:

Elementary – Principal Brian Harker reported that 
the November conference nights were well attended. 
This year’s Book Fair had the highest sales ever. The 
fifth grade trip to the Environmental Learning Center 
also took place in November. Tomorrow there will be 
a meeting with staff regarding the social media push 
for the District.

High School – Principal Greg Hexum reported 
that the high school also had excellent turnout for 
conferences. Another successful fall play was held 
in November and it was well attended. Thanks to 
Directors Joyce Bergstedt and Emily Waldo. There 
have been some excellent band and choir concerts 
this month. The Social Studies department, Deb 
DeArmond, and the Student Council headed up a 
great push for student voting.

Board Committee Reports:
Mark Nyholm – Facilities meetings, Esko 

Educational Center meeting.
Margaret Sunnarborg – Esko Educational 

Foundation is looking at fundraising ideas. She also 
watched a Webex regarding the school meal nutrition 
program. 

Jeff Salo – Facilities committee meetings.
Julian Bertogliat – Facilities meeting, Curriculum 

Advisory Committee meeting.
Todd Rengo – Curriculum Advisory Committee 

meeting.
Superintendent’s Report:

Supt. Aaron Fischer reported on:
• The District is still working with attorneys to 

complete the land purchase.
• Presented information on an emergency manage-

ment program called CrisisGo that works with the 
District’s student management system, Campus.

• The County would like to go to the ALICE (alert, 
lockdown, inform, counter, evacuate) response sys-
tem. Mr. Hexum attended a conference on this and 
explained the system to the Board.
Congratulations & Commendations

• Joyce Bergstedt, Emily Waldo and Laura Zimny 
for the Fall Play.

• Social Studies Department, Student Council and 
Deb DeArmond for the “get out to vote” initiative.
Communications

• ICS Consulting.
• Winterquist Elementary Partners In Education in 

support of the fifth grade ELC trip.
(Copy on file in the office of the superintendent.)
Adjournment
There being no further business, moved by Jeff 

Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to adjourn at 7:07 p.m.  
Motioned carried by unanimous vote.

Todd Rengo, Clerk

- Winter Reminder -
Winter is back and the snow banks are getting 

higher.  Please watch for the school patrols each 
morning and after school.  The patrols have a 
difficult job looking for approaching vehicles 
with the snowbanks obstructing their view at 
times.  Also, drivers should be aware that if a 
school safety patrol is holding an official signal 
or patrol flag in the stop position and directing 
the movement of children across the street, the 
driver should remain stopped.  Please remain 
stopped until the patrols and pedestrians are 
safely on the sidewalk. 

Also, with the relocation of Cool Kids and 
Community Education to the building next 
door, please remember that K-12 students 
should still be meeting their parents in the back 
parking lot for parent pick up.  Additionally, 
please do not park your car on Hwy 61 in front 
of Winterquist Elementary to pick up or drop 
off your student.  Due to the bus line up and the 
traffic on Hwy 61 this is not a safe location for 
drop off and pick up. 

The 1st Annual CARLTON 
COUNTY LOCAL FOOD 

FAIR is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 2nd 

from 1pm-3pm 
at Fond du Lac Community 

& Tribal College. 
Stop by this free event to meet local 
growers and learn about communi-

ty supported agriculture, berry farms, 
meat, produce, and much more! 

For more information, call the United Way  
at 218-879-8404 or email  

ali@unitedwaycarltoncounty.org.
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The BOOK MOBILE is open 10:00-10:30 AM in 
the Northwood United Methodist Church in Esko.

For questions about the Bookmobile or other ALS services, 
contact the Arrowhead Library System at 218-741-3840 

or visit the website at www.alslib.info

Minnesota Adult and Teen 
Challenge Choir

is coming to St. Matthews
Sunday, February 10th 

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. worship services

One of the ways Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge reaches out to the 
community is through their resident choir.  Each weekend the choir visits 
churches sharing music and testimonies.  The choir’s goal is to be a bless-
ing to congregations by testifying about God’s healing power in our lives 
and helping others see that in Him, they too, can overcome their struggles.  
A potluck will follow the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

	 ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
And Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ 
4 Elizabeth Avenue - Esko, MN 55733 

218.879.3510 - www.stmatthewsesko.org 
Pastor Jeffrey Walther & Pastor Tom Brinkley 

Sundays: Worship:  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 Sunday School (preschool – 6th grade) and 

Christian Ed Hour - Multiple Bible Studies for  
teens (grades 7-12) and adults:  9:15 a.m. 

Tuesdays:   Totally Terrific Tuesdays “T3” - For grades 7-12   
  Tuesdays after school 3 – 5 p.m. 

Wednesdays:  7th and 8th Grade Confirmation 2:45 – 4:30 pm    

Thursdays: Youth Group - For grades 7-12 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
  Experience Recovery 6:00 p.m. 
UPCOMING: 

• Saturday, February 9 – 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage  

• Sunday, February 10 – 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
Minnesota Teen Challenge Choir 

• Saturday, February 16 – 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Everyone His Witness Workshop 

• Friday, February 22 – 7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
Work As Worship Retreat 

• Friday, February 22-23 – 9:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. 
 Youth Lock-In (Grades 7-12) 

• Wednesday, March 6 – 6:30 p.m.  
Ash Wednesday Worship 

For Preschool, Youth, Events and Additional Information,  
Check Our Website. 	www.stmatthewsesko.org  
 
 
 

	

	Every	One	His	Witness	Workshop	
Saturday,	February	16,	2019		
St.	Matthews,	Esko	
9	a.m.	–	2:30	p.m.		FREE	
	
	
	The	Every	One	His	Witness	workshop	is	designed	to	equip	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ	to	

share	the	Gospel	in	their	everyday	lives	with	people	whom	God	has	placed	into	
relationships	with	them.		This	workshop	addresses	the	reasons	we	witness	through	a	
theological	foundation	for	witnessing	and	explores	how	to	witness	by	introducing	a	
creative	approach	for	witnessing.		Please	call	St.	Matthews	at	(218)	879	-3510	to	
register.	

Esko Apostolic Lutheran Church 
Worship Schedule 

Sundays: 
     8:00 am Worship Service – All Ages 
            9-9:45 am Sunday School / Coffee & Fellowship  
 10:00 am Worship Service – All Ages 

*(3rd Sunday - Holy Communion)    

 

Wednesdays – Family Night 
   9:30 am Ladies Bible Study 
   5:45 pm Dinner 
   6:30 pm Activities for all ages: 
         Youth Group: Pre-School - 12th Grade 
        Adult Bible Study 
February 1-3: Ski Weekend, 6th Grade and up invited to attend. 
 
 

† Check out our Church website at www.eskoapostolic.org.  
There are pictures, upcoming events, bulletins, church 
calendar, cemetery information and more.  J     
 

Apostolic Lutheran Church 
Pastor Bruce Bergstedt / Pastor Nathan Juntunen  

25 Church Road, Esko, MN  55733 (879-3882) 
 



19 - Esko’s Corner - February 2019

Title

	

	Every	One	His	Witness	Workshop	
Saturday,	February	16,	2019		
St.	Matthews,	Esko	
9	a.m.	–	2:30	p.m.		FREE	
	
	
	The	Every	One	His	Witness	workshop	is	designed	to	equip	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ	to	

share	the	Gospel	in	their	everyday	lives	with	people	whom	God	has	placed	into	
relationships	with	them.		This	workshop	addresses	the	reasons	we	witness	through	a	
theological	foundation	for	witnessing	and	explores	how	to	witness	by	introducing	a	
creative	approach	for	witnessing.		Please	call	St.	Matthews	at	(218)	879	-3510	to	
register.	
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CMH provides new 
music group for kids

A new music class for kids is coming to Cloquet. It’s called 
Music Together of Cloquet and it’s designed for babies, tod-
dlers, preschoolers and the grown- ups who accompany them.

Each 45 minute session includes singing, dancing, play-
ing and laughing while promoting music learning and over 
all development. The classes will meet in the Pine room at 
Community Memorial Hospital.

If you are interested in learning just what the classes will be 
like, there will be free demonstration classes on February 11, 
18 and 25 at 10:00am. Actual music classes start on April 8.

For more information, go to: musictogethercloquet.com or 
call 218-830-2227.
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Around Town
MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 1, 2018
Present: Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Terry 

Hill, Tony Compo, Jason Paulson (late), 
Rhonda Peleski 

Absent: David Pritchett
Chairperson Janke called the meeting to 

order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room 
at the Town Hall.

A motion was made by Hill with a sec-
ond by Gerard to approve Veit pay applica-
tion # 1 in the amount of 

$ 70,751.25 for the installation of the 
sewer line on Juntunen Road.  Motion car-
ried.

Gerard made a motion to approve 
the current vouchers in the amount of 
$99,947.16 (Check #’s 43587-43626) to pay 
payroll and due bills and electronic pay-
ments in the amount of $ 7,133.28.  Second 
by Hill.  Motion carried.  

Joe Jurewicz from MSA was present to 
outline MSA’s plans to convert the Town’s 
current GIS mapping system for the sewer 
lines from the current MSA hosted web 
application to an ArcGIS cloud-hosted sys-
tem.  After discussion, a motion was made 
by Compo with a second by Hill to approve 
the conversion.  Motion carried.

Compo and Fire Chief Kyle Gustafson 
presented Calvin Wirtz’s name for mem-
bership on the fire department.  Wirtz is a 
retired member of the department and will 
serve in a limited role.  A motion was made 
by Gerard with a second by Hill to approve 
Wirtz for membership.  Motion carried.

Thomson Township / Esko Fire 
Department will be submitting a FEMA 
grant application along with Wrenshall 
for the purpose of purchasing SCBAs and 
an air compressor.  A Memorandum of 
Understanding has been written as an 
agreement between the two departments 
regarding the cost of writing the grant and 
the division of the required 5% match.  A 
motion was made by Gerard with a second 
by Hill to approve the MOU with City of 
Wrenshall.  Motion carried.

The fire department is also working on 
a MOU with Wrenshall and Carlton fire 
departments.   The FEMA grant being 
applied for would provide for the purchase 

of an air compressor.  The compressor 
would be housed at the centrally located 
Carlton Fire Hall.  A motion was made by 
Hill with a second by Compo to approve 
the second Memo of Understanding with 
Wrenshall and Carlton to outline owner-
ship and responsibility of the air compres-
sor.  Motion carried.

Discussion was held on employee travel 
compensation and meal allowances.  The 
Town’s meal policy was last adjusted in 
2005.  A motion was made by Compo with 
a second by Hill to admend General Order 
92-2, Compensation Policy, to:   Breakfast   
$9.00,  Lunch  $13.00,  Dinner  $24.00, with 
a daily limit of $ 46.  This will include taxes 
and tip.  Motion carried.  Portions of the 
policy were also removed regarding Per 
Diems.  

Discussion was held on cell phone reim-
burse for employees.   It was decided that 
a cell phone policy should be developed 
before reimbursement or providing Town 
phones is approved.  

Discussion was held on the heating/cool-
ing system at the town hall.  Paulson and 
Stangle will work with the contractors that 
submitted the proposals to discuss addi-
tional options.

Deputy Rob Lucas was present with his 
report.  There were two attempted break-
ins in the area.  

Discussion was held on the sewer con-
nection fee that will be charged for the 
Juntunen Road sewer extension.  Jurewicz 
put together the expenses and the number 
of units that could at some point connect 
to the sewer line.  A motion was made by 
Paulson with a second by Compo to set 
the connection fee at $ 5,500 each.  Motion 
carried.  

Gustafson reported on fire department 
activity.  The new furnace and water heater 
should be operating on Friday.  The roof 
is still leaking.  Quotes will be obtained to 
replace that section of roof.  Fire prevention 
programs were held with local school and 
daycare children.  

Zoning Official Dan Stangle was present 
with his monthly report.  He’s reviewed site 
plans for residential construction, a town-
home, and garages.  Two variance hearings 
are being scheduled.   Additional work 
has included needs at the town hall, and 
conversations with individuals regarding 

the business park and those seeking zoning 
information.

Discussion was held on the request for 
proposal needed for updating the town’s 
comprehensive land use plan.  A date for 
completion of the RFP will be provided at 
the next meeting.

Gerard and Paulson reported on the 
recent Carlton County Association of Town 
Officers meeting they attended.    

Paulson reported that the town garage 
heating system will soon be hooked up to 
natural gas and operating.

A motion was made at 7:45 p.m. by 
Compo with a second by Hill to close the 
meeting for employee negotiations.  Motion 
carried.

A motion was made at 8:10 p.m. by 
Paulson with a second by Compo to reopen 
the regular meeting.  Motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:10 
p.m. by Hill with a second by Gerard.  
Motion carried.

 Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer
Ruth Janke, Chairperson
Town of Thomson

NOVEMBER 15, 2018
Present: Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Terry 

Hill, Tony Compo, Jason Paulson, Rhonda 
Peleski, David Pritchett

Chairperson Janke called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room 
at the Town Hall.

Compo made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting.  Second 
by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Compo made a motion to approve 
the current vouchers in the amount of $ 
84,299.59 (Check #’s 43627 –43698)  to  pay 
payroll and due bills and electronic pay-
ments in the amount of $ 6,599.07.  Second 
by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Discussion continued on the small cell 
and wireless tower ordinance.  Resident 
John Bergman would like the Town to relax 
its commercial tower requirements.  

Peleski presented a list of delinquent 
sewer accounts.  A motion was made 
by Compo with a second by Paulson to 
approve the list in the amount of $9,995.54 
for certification to Carlton County for 
collection with the 2019 property taxes.  
Motion carried.

At 6:53 p.m. a motion was made by 
Paulson with a second by Gerard to recess 
the regular meeting and open the Board of 
Canvass.  Motion carried  

After reviewing the results of the 
November 6, 2018 Town Election, a motion 
was made by Gerard with a second by 
Paulson to accept the results as reported.

Town Board Supervisor Position A
 Terry Hill 2,126 
 Write-In 19
Town Board Supervisor Position B
 John Bergman 870
 Ruth Janke 1,496
 Write-In 7
Town Board Supervisor Position E
 Tony Compo 2,128
 Write-In 16

Motion carried.
At 6:56 a motion was made by Paulson 

with a second by Gerard to adjourn the 
Board of Canvass and reopen the regular 
meeting.  Motion carried.  

Discussion was held on the comprehen-
sive land use plan and a possible date that 
the request for proposals will be ready.

At 7:02 a motion was made by Paulson 
with a second by Compo to close the regu-
lar meeting to discuss employee wage nego-
tiations.  Motion carried.

At 7:15 a motion was made by Gerard 
with a second by Paulson to reopen the 
meeting.  Motion carried.

Pritchett presented an agreement 
between the Town and Northwood United 
Methodist Church regarding the assess-
ments that could be applied to their prop-
erties.  A motion was made by Gerard 
with a second by Paulson to approve the 
agreement.  Motion carried with Compo 
abstaining.

A motion was made by Hill with a sec-
ond by Gerard to approve the wage increas-
es as discussed, pending approval of the 
employees.  Motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:21 
pm by Hill with a second by Compo.  
Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer 
Ruth Janke, Chairperson
Town of Thomson
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DECEMBER 6, 2018

Present: Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Terry Hill, Tony 
Compo, Jason Paulson, Leah Pykkonen, David Pritchett

Absent: Rhonda Peleski
Chairperson Janke called the meeting to order at 6:30 

p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.
Paulson made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

previous regular meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion car-
ried.

Paulson made a motion to approve the current vouchers 
in the amount of $ 211,995.82  (Check #’s  43762 – 43798)  
to  pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the 
amount of $23,253.37.  Second by Compo.  Motion carried.

October receipts in the amount of $ 117,435.01 and 
October fund balances were reviewed.

A thank you note was received from North Country Ride 
for the Recreation Fund allocation of $750.00.

A thank you was received from Pastor Walther of St. 
Matthew’s for the efficient handling of their playground 
project request.

Fire Chief Kyle Gustafson was present to discuss one of 
the furnaces at the Fire Hall.  There is a hole in the heat 
exchanger on the roof.  Repair estimates were received; 
one for $7500.00 and one for $7000.00.  Equipment for the 
repair has been ordered.  A motion was made by Hill to 
approve the purchase with Fund dispersal at the discretion 
of the Town Clerk.  A second by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Zoning Official Dan Stangle gave the Town Board his 
monthly activity report and gave a projected timeline for 
the Comprehensive Land Use Plan RFP.

Pykkonen presented 2 estimates for a DAS System a.k.a. 
Cell Phone Booster for the Town Hall.   Additional esti-
mates were requested.  Pykkonen will follow-up.

Joe Jurewicz with MSA presented an update on the 2018 
I/I Work and Manhole Inspections and the Keanu Lane 
drainage pond repairs.  Business Park sewer flow recording 
will start this week and continue through January.  

Deputy Rob Lucas presented an update on November 
activity.  No burglaries and only 1 theft reported.  Anyone 
requesting seasonal residence checks should contact the 
Sheriffs’ Office.

Logan Saline updated the Board on passing his Sewer 
Certification and Road Crew Activities regarding equip-
ment repairs.  Gerard asked about ditch mowing for the 
winter months.  Compo with speak with the road foreman 
regarding the addition of ditch mowing to the winter 
schedule.

Janke presented an update from Peleski.  Second half 
taxes were received this week, $687,384.51.  Drafts of the 

2019 proposed budget were received by Board members for 
their review.  Peleski is meeting with department heads to 
discuss/review their budgets.

Hill updated the Board on the January 31, 2019 retire-
ment of Carlton County Economic Development Director, 
Connie Christianson.  Connie has been instrumental in 
assisting the Town with the sale of Business Park lots.  

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:04 pm by Gerard 
with a second by Hill.  Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Leah Pykkonen, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer  
Ruth Janke, Chairperson
Town of Thomson

DECEMBER 20, 2018
Present: Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Terry Hill, Tony 

Compo, Jason Paulson, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Chairperson Janke called the meeting to order at 6:30 

p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.
Compo made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

previous meeting.  Second by Hill.  Motion carried.
Hill made a motion to approve the current vouchers in 

the amount of $ 36,076.73 (Check #’s 4799 –43834, Void
 # 43806) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic 

payments in the amount of $7,033.71.   Second by Gerard.  
Motion carried.

Discussion was held on the need to adopt a new inflow 
and infiltration ordinance and also a stormwater ordinance.   
Draft copies are being reviewed.   A motion was made by 
Paulson with a second by Compo to schedule public hear-
ings for both ordinances for Thursday, January 24, 2019.  
The I & I hearing will be at 6:30 p.m. with the stormwater 
hearing at 6:45 p.m.   Motion carried.

Don Waller and Missie Waller from Arrowhead 
Insurance Agency were present to discuss the renewal of 
the Town’s insurance.  They informed the Board about rate 
changes and also the dividend amount for 2018.

A motion was made by Paulson with a second by Gerard 
to approve an agreement with Wipfli LLP to audit the 
Town’s 2018 financial statements.  Motion carried.  The cost 
for the service is $ 10,950.

Peleski presented a list of year-end transfers between 
funds that will need to be made.  A motion was made by 
Hill

with a second by Compo to approve the proposed trans-
fers.  Motion carried

Peleski presented the proposed 2019 budget and 
explained where increases or other changes were needed.  

Discussion was held on paving the E. Harney Road rail-
road crossing and whether it could be done in 2020 so the 
project could include additional paving.   The remodeling 
of Northridge Park bathrooms still needs to be complet-
ed in 2019.  The Town Hall maintenance budget will be 
increased to $ 5,000.  It was also suggested that a quote 
should be obtained for a new culvert steamer.

A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Compo 
to approve the 2019 budget in the amount of  

$ 2,086,834 total receipts and $ 1,969,207 total disburse-
ments, with changes as discussed.  Motion carried.

Peleski presented a list of donations that were received 
in 2018.  A motion was made by Compo with a second 
by Paulson to approve Resolution No. 18-08 to accept the 
donations.  Motion carried.

Minnesota Statutes now require that the election poll-
ing place be designated annually.   A motion to approve 
Resolution # 18-09 which designates the Thomson Town 
Hall, 25 E. Harney Road, Esko as the polling place for 2019 
elections for Thomson Township was made by Paulson 
with a second by Compo.  Motion carried.  

November receipts in the amount of $ 73,744.92 and 
November fund balances were reviewed.

Power still needs to be brought to the stage at Northridge 
Park.  Gerard will provide a site plan for the proposed 
work.  Once the site plan is received the application to 
Minnesota Power can be completed.

Hill reported that Eric Rish attended his final meeting as 
the representative on Cloquet Area Fire District Board.  In 
2019 CAFD will be requesting the same legislative changes 
as they did in 2018.  Rish was thanked for his years of ser-
vice on the Board. 

Janke requested that all Board members prepare a list of 
goals for 2019 for the first meeting in January.  She’d also 
like to see some changes to the committee assignments for 
the new year.

Paulson inquired as to the progress on additional quotes 
for a cell phone booster for the Town Hall.  Janke report-
ed that the additional companies that were suggested do 
not install equipment for projects like that.  Paulson felt 
that external/internal antennas will help the office area.  
Discussion was held on what is needed in the Board Room.

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:23 pm by Compo 
with a second by Paulson.  Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer   
Ruth Janke, Chairperson
Town of Thomson

SAVE THE DATE  ~  Esko Class of 1979 40th reunion August 9th & 10th 
More info and inquiries please e-mail Patrick at ppfahl1@gmail.com
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RECYCLING SHED HOURS
The recycling center is located at the Town 

Hall at 25 E. Harney Road.  
Year-round hours of operation are:
 Wednesday, Thursday,   
Friday: 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The staffed facility in Esko is for residential 
recycling only.  

With the increase in on-line shopping there 
has been an increase in cardboard being 
recycled.   If you have a large amount of card-
board, please bring it directly to the Carlton 
County Transfer station at 1950 Highway 
210, Carlton.   All boxes must be broken 
down before putting them in the dumpster. 

Please do not leave items at the facility 
when it is unattended.
TOWN BOARD MEETINGS

The Town of Thomson Board of Super-
visors holds their regular meetings on the 
first and third Thursdays of each month at 
6:30 p.m.  The meetings are held in the Town 
Board Room at the Town Hall, 25 E. Harney 
Road.
TOWN HALL RENTALS

Remember: The Town Hall is available for 
private rentals.  Contact the Town Office at 
879-9719 for details or visit our website:  
thomson.govoffice.net
THOMSON TOWN OFFICE

The Thomson Town Office is located at 25 
E. Harney Road. 

The regular office hours are Monday - Fri-
day, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
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Esko Athlete 
Accepts Invitation

Our very own sophomore, Zoie 
Johnson, has been invited to rep-
resent Minnesota Track and Field 
in the 31st annual Down Under 
Sports Tournaments to be host-
ed in the summer of 2019 on the 
Gold Coast of Australia.  The Down 
Under Sports programs use the 
common language of sports to bridge the continents 
and provide a forum for athletes from around the globe 
to compete head-to-head in the sport they love. During 
the past thirty years, Down Under Sports has had the 
opportunity to share the land down under with tens of 
thousands of individuals from across the United States. 
Some prior standouts of the Down Under Bowl include 
Jake “The Snake” Plummer (Denver Broncos), Ahman 
Green (Green Bay Packers), Rob Morris  (Indianapolis 
Colts), Dave Dixon (Minnesota Vikings) and Jesse Wil-
liams (Seattle Seahawks).  Zoie is a three sport athlete 
at Esko High School, participating in Volleyball, Track 
and Softball.  Her accomplishments in throwing the shot 
put (35’5”) is what lead her to receiving this invitation 
to Australia.  She has decided to accept this invitation 
of high level competition and leaves July 6th, 2019.  We 
wish you the best of luck, Zoie!
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Sports News

Esko High School - Boys Basketball
2/1/2019 7:15 PM vs Barnum
2/5/2019 7:15 PM vs Pequot Lakes
2/8/2019 4:30 PM at Perham
2/12/2019 7:15 PM vs Proctor
2/19/2019 7:15 PM at South Ridge 
2/22/2019 7:15 PM  vs St. Croix Lutheran Academy
2/26/2019 7:15 PM  at Crosby-Ironton 
3/1/2019 7:15 PM at Virginia

Esko High School  Girls Basketball 
2/4/2019 7:15 PM vs Grand Rapids
2/11/2019 7:15 PM vs Eveleth-Gilbert

Basketball Schedule

  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to our Esko Community for an amazing 2018 Coaches vs. Cancer Event! 
Together we raised over $5500.00 for the American Cancer Society. 

Our Lady Eskomos Team raised over $350.00 for our Wall of Hope to win the pizza 
party donated by Eskomo Pizza Pies.  

2 complimentary tickets donated by the Minnesota Timberwolves were presented 
to Tom and Jeramarie Warden.  

 
Together we can help create a world with less Cancer and more birthdays!  

 
 
 

 Zoie Johnson

SUMMER 
Baseball  

& Softball
Registration for SUMMER 

baseball, softball and t-ball 
will be 

March 1st - March 31st. 

All registration will be online 
on our website at 

www.eskoyouthsports.org. 
Like our Facebook page at 

Esko Youth Baseball/Softball 
Association. 

For any questions email 
eskolittleleague@gmail.com.

National 
Night Out 
is scheduled for 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019.
Community Education will host an event  

in Northridge Park. 

~
Esko Fun Days (August 7-10)  

needs organizational and financial support to 
continue offering the wide of array of activities 
that were offered in 2018. Please contact Michele 
Carlson at mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us or call the 
community education office at 879-4038 if you are 
willing to help.

We are looking for groups to sponsor:
• Family movie night (Friday night)
• Street dance (Saturday night)
• Games in the park (Saturday after parade)
North Country RIDE will sponsor the parade,  

St. Matthews will host the Saturday lunch, and  
Esko Historical Society will sponsor the medallion 
hunt. Thank you to these organizations for their 
continued support!
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School Lunch Menu
FEBRUARY 2019 LUNCH MENU                              HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!! 

 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
*Low fat or fat free 
milk offered daily with 
breakfast & lunch. 
*Fruit & a juice cup 
offered daily with 
breakfast. 
*WGR cereal may be 
substituted for main 
breakfast item. 

*Alternate menu for 
grades 7-12 only. 
 
*Subject to change. 
 
*Ala Carte (Smart Snack) 
line available for grades 
9-12 daily. 
 

 
 
                  

 
 

 

1 
Breakfast: French Toast 
Sticks 
Lunch: Cheese or 
Pepperoni Pizza,  Romaine 
Lettuce Salad, Steamed 
Carrots,  Fresh Fruit 
Alt: Chicken Fajita 

4 
Breakfast: Bagel 
Choice, Cream Cheese 
Lunch:  Mandarin 
Orange Chicken, Fluffy 
Rice, Stir Fry 
Vegetables, Baby 
Carrots, Bread Stick, 
Pineapple Tidbits, 
Fortune Cookie 
 Alt: Ham & Cheese Sub 

5 
Breakfast: Mini 
Pancake/Sausage Wraps 
Lunch: Hamburger/Bun, 
Cheese Slice, 
Lettuce/Tomato, Baked 
Beans, Fresh Veggie Cup, 
Fresh Fruit 
Alt: Garlic Cheese Bread 

6 
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll 
or Super Donut, HB Egg 
Lunch: Chicken Wild Rice 
Soup, Turkey Sandwich, 
WG Mini Crackers, 
Lettuce Salad, Fresh 
Veggie Cup, Frozen Fruit 
Cup 
Alt: Taco Salad Bar 

7 
Breakfast: Sausage 
Breakfast Pizza 
Lunch: “Lunch Brunch” 
French Toast, Sausage 
Links, Tri Tater, Baby 
Carrots, Applesauce 
Alt: Hot Dog Bar 

8 
Breakfast: Colby Cheese 
Omelet, Mini Bagel 
Lunch: French Bread Pizza, 
Spinach/Lettuce Salad, 
Green Beans, Fresh Fruit 
Alt:  Chicken Enchilada 

11 
Breakfast: Muffin 
Choice, Yogurt Cup 
Lunch: Shrimp Poppers, 
Au Gratin Potatoes, 
Steamed Peas & 
Carrots, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit Sauce 
Alt: Grilled Chicken 
Burger 
 

12 
Breakfast: Mini Blueberry 
Pancakes 
Lunch: Hot Dog/Bun, 
Baked Beans, Potato 
Salad, Chips, Fresh Veggie 
Cup, Fresh Fruit 
Alt: Meat or Cheese 
Calzone 

13 
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll 
or Super Donut, HB Egg 
Lunch:  Turkey Gravy, 
Whipped Potatoes, 
Steamed Mixed 
Vegetables, Biscuit, 
Cranberry Sauce 
Alt:  Salad Bar 

14 
Breakfast: Sausage 
Breakfast Pizza 
Lunch: Valentine Heart 
Chicken Shapes, Twister 
Fries, Steamed Broccoli, 
Heart Super Pretzel, 
Fresh Fruit 
Alt:  Turkey/Bacon Sub 

15 
Breakfast: French Toast 
Lunch: Cheese or Mexican 
Pizza, Shredded Lettuce 
Salad, Whole Kernel Corn, 
Fresh Fruit 
Alt:  Pulled Pork Sandwich 

 
 

18 
 
NO SCHOOL 

19 
Breakfast: Mini 
Pancake/Sausage Wraps 
Lunch: Breaded Chicken 
Drumstick, Mashed 
Potatoes/Gravy, Steamed 
Mixed Vegetables, Biscuit, 
Diced Peaches 
Alt: Soup/Sandwich 

20 
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll 
or Super Donut, HB Egg 
Lunch: Spaghetti in Meat 
Sauce, Garlic Toast, 
Whole Kernel Corn, 
Fresh Veggies/Dip, Fresh 
Fruit 
Alt: Salad Bar 

21 
Breakfast: Sausage 
Breakfast Pizza 
Lunch: “Taco in a Bag” 
Chips/Meat/Cheese 
Lettuce/Tomato/Fixings 
Spud Bites, Bread Stick, 
Baby Carrots, Fruit Sauce 
Alt: Ham & Cheese Sub 

22 
Breakfast: Colby Cheese 
Omelet, Mini Bagel 
Lunch: Turkey Sub, Cheese 
Slice, Lettuce/Tomato, 
Green Beans, Cole Slaw, 
Pickle Spear, Fresh Fruit 
Alt: Lasagna Roll Up 
 

25 
Breakfast: Muffin 
Choice, Yogurt Cup 
Lunch: Mini Corn Dogs, 
Sweet Potato Tots, 
Baked Beans, Peas & 
Carrots, Fruit Sauce 
Alt: Burger Bar 

26 
Breakfast: Mini Blueberry 
Pancakes 
Lunch: Chicken Patty/Bun, 
Cheese Slice, Waffle Fries, 
Green Beans, Fresh Fruit 
Alt: Mini Pizza 

27 
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll 
or Super Donut, HB Egg 
Lunch: Egg Roll, 
Vegetable Fried Rice, Stir 
Fry Veggies, Fresh 
Broccoli Cup, Pineapple 
Tidbits, Fortune Cookie 
Alt: Salad Bar 
 

28 
Breakfast: Sausage 
Breakfast Pizza 
Lunch: Hot Ham & 
Cheese/Bun, Potato 
Smiles, Corn on the Cob, 
Fresh Veggie Cup, 
Fruited Gelatin 
Alt: Chicken Alfredo 

 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

Breakfast is served 
from 7:50 - 8:10 am
No Charging Meals

View student’s meal accounts 
on Parent Portal 

www.esko.k12.mn.us

February 2019

School Lunch/Breakfast Prices:
Lunch:
Grades 1-6 .....................$2.30
Grades 7-12 ..................$2.40
Adults ..............................$3.75
Reduced Lunch ...............$.00
Milk .....................................$.35

Breakfast:
Kindergarten ...................$.00
Grades K-12 ..................$1.10
Adults  .............................$1.80
Reduced Breakfast ........$.00
Milk .....................................$.35
Please send check in an envelope 
labeled with exactly what is being 
purchased. Lactose reduced milk 
will be provided to a student 
upon written request from a  
parent/guardian.

Alternate menu for grades 
7-12 only. Subject to change.

Daily ala carte options 
available for grades 9-12.

Too cold to walk outside?
You may walk in the school. You 

need to have a badge in order to 
walk through the school. Please pick 
one up at the Community Education 
office. Enter through the high school 
doors.


